Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.091; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.3.
The title polymeric compound, [Zn(C 8 H 5 Cl 2 O 3 ) 2 ] n , was prepared by reaction of zinc(II) chloride with 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid and sodium hydroxide under hydrothermal conditions. The Zn II atom is coordinated in a distorted tetrahedral environment by four O atoms from four 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetate ligands. Each ligand bridges two Zn II atoms, forming a polymeric chain along the a axis. Adjacent chains are connected via C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds. 
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Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically [C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å] and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . Part of a polymeric chain in the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. Symmetry codes: (a) 1+x, y, z; (b) 1-x, 1-y, 1-z. 
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
